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NUMBER IV. 
To be continued every Turspay, Tuurspay, and Sarurpay,. 


[ Price TW O-PENCE. ] 


Afpera multa 
Pertulit adverfis rerum immerfabilis undis. 


TUESDAY, Oéober the 16th, 


y RECEIVED from nature a genius fo ative 
and enterprizing, that a fingle kingdom appear, 
ed a fphere too narrow for the exertion of 
abilities, which heaven certainly endowed me 
with, for the emolument of my fellow-crea- 

tures. When I had attained to the age of three and 

twenty, I felt the fame anxiety at having never. contributed to 
promote the happinefs, or regulate the affairs of our neighbours 
on the continent, that Cefar experienced when upon behold- 
ing the ftatue of Alexander in his 30th year, he with tears la- 
mented that he had done nothing at a time of life when the 

Macedonian hero had fubdued the world. . My inguifitive tem- 

per had foon the fame effet upon me, that the trophies of Mil- 

tiades had upon young Cimon: My detire of feeing foreign 

courts was become fo violent that I could not fleep, or if fome- 
times exhaufted with watching and mufing upon; the affairs. of 

the courts of Germany, Italy, France, and the Sublime Port, I 

was overpowered by fatigue, and funk into a fhort umber ; it 


was only to dream myfelf in the company of the Grand Vizir, or 
the 
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the Lamas of Tartary; fliggefting fchemes to their High- 
mightinefies for the advancement of trade and commerce; pro- 
pofing plans to his moft Chriftian Majefty, calculated to fill his 
coffers and impoverifh his people, or going écognrto to all pub- 
lick places, in order to colleét intelligence for the Society of 
Jefus, or the Holy Office. This my ardent pafiion for travel- 
ling, as it fprung from a laudable defire to promote the general 
happinefs of Europe, will certainly meet with the approbation 
of the generous and noble-minded, who will undoubtedly 
agree with me in thinking, that every man of {pirit thould 


look upon it as his duty, 
Non fibi fed toti genitum fe credere mundo. 


Sucn were the motives that induced me to go abroad: I 
embarked at Dover, and had a very favourable paflage to Ca- 
lais, where the people in general feemed to be of as bufy a 
character as myfelf. No fooner did I fet foot on fhore, but 
numbers flocked about me with offers of fervice ; one was for 
carrying my cloak-bag ; I had a cafe of piftols, which two 
porters undertook to carry; neither would attempt, to take 
more than one, having before been charged with other bur- 
thens; I had likewife a few books, which were no fooner dif- 
covered by thefe officious agents for ftrangers, but a crowd of 
them ran to me, and every volume found a particular carrier. 
Nothing remarkable happened from my quitting Calais, till my 
arrival at Paris, the inhabitants of which city appeared to me 
to have a ftrong tincture of my reftlefs and a@tive difpofition. 
No trading city furpafles in bufinefs and buftle this renowned 
capital of the polite world: Here coachmen drive their horfes 
in full gallop as if at a race; and all the paffengers in the ftreets 
walk fo faft, and feem in fuch a hurry, that Homer’s gods 
can hardly furpafs them for fpeed. 

In this metropolis I foon fignalized myfelf, and acquired 
fuch a degree of importance, that the government honoured 
me with its notice upon more than one occafion. The firft 
accident that befell me may appear inconfiderable, but as it 
proceeded from my predominant pafiion, which could never 
let me be indifferent in any tranfaction, I mutt not omit it. 
I happened to be at the reprefentation of a new play, which 
was fo ill wrote, that after the firft a&t the fpectators turned 


their backs to the ftage, and gave no farther attention to the 
plece : 


a 
4 ‘al q 
* 
qj 
4 
5 
| 
= 
t £ 
i 
i 
; 
| 
} 
| Bie 
Bal 
A 
3 
| 
Bit 
4 
@ 
de 


Numb. 4. The BUSY BOD’ Y. 
piece: This negative way of exprefling difapprobation did not 


-fuit my temper, and could not but appear extraordinary to me, 


as I had been ufed to the decifive procedure of the Englifh 
theatre, where the audience is by prefcription poffeffed of a 
privilege of teftifying their diflike by hiffes and cat-calls, and 
fometimes give noble proofs of Englifh liberty, by pelting the 
players with oranges, and tearing up the benches of the pit. 
I have often fhone myfelf upon thefe occafions, and may fay 
without vanity, that there has feldom been a new play damned, 
or a new player hiffed off the ftage, but I have zealoufly con- 
tributed my affiftance. The gentlemen of the inns of court will . 
do me the juftice to own, that in many parties which they have 
made again{t authors and actors, I have always exerted myfeilf 
with a warmth which greatly promoted their enterprize. But 
to return to my narrative. 

I covLp not continue an idle fpectator of a pfay, which 
aman of tafte fhould take a pleafure in damning; and ac- 
cordingly by hiffes and groans teftified my opinion of the 
piece. Hereupon a centinel came up to me, and defired 
me to follow him ; this gave me no little furprize ;_ I how- 
ever thought proper to obey, and was conducted without 
delay to Fort L’Evecque, a prifon in which are confined ftate- 
criminals not confiderable enough to be fent to the Baftile, and 
perfons accufed of riots, and fuch mifdemeanours. An apart- 
ment in this manfion, which I vifited againft my will, ftood 
me in twenty livres a week. I foon made acquaintance with 
feveral of my fellow prifoners, moft of whom were officers, 
or idle and extravagant young fellows. Each of them told 


mein confidence that he was confined for an affair of henour. 


Monf. je fuis ict pour une affaire @honneur, mais coime se n'ai pas 
tué mon homme ye coute de fortir inceffamment. Finding that 
they all atcribed their confinement to duels, I began to fulpect 
the veracity of their reports, and therefore in a private conver- 
fation with each concerning the cafe of his neighbour, found 
means to obtain the intelligence I wanted. The information 
I received was fomething curious, and afforded confiderable 
food to my inguifitive and prying temper. I was told that a 
young man of {triking features whom, by his figure and ad- 
drefs, I fhould have taken for a young nobleman, was what 
the French cal] Chevalier de l’Induftrie, that is to fay, a fharper 
who lives by the practice of every fpecies of fraud. His cha- 


racter, added my intelligencer, receives an additional dignity 


from his being of a‘refpettable order, which we call in’ this 
country 
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country [Ordre de le Manchette, the Order of the Ruffle. The 
“name of fo extraordinary an order, which I had never heard 
‘before, excited my curiofity: I had often heard of the Golden 
‘Fleece, the Thiftie, the Garter, &c. but the Order of the 
Rude had never before come to my knowledge. I defired an 
explanation, which was immediately given, by which I found 
that what has been often afcribed to the Society of Free Ma- 
fons, is the diftinguifhing badge of this Order, which is very 
generally eftablifhed in France, Italy, and Spain; and many 
of the. members of which are perions of diftinguifhed rank 
and condition. But to proceed with the ftory of the above- 
mentioned Chevalier. He had for a long time been fuccefsful 
in ftealing gold watches and fnuff-boxes at the opera-houfe and 
the theatres ; however, this commerce had at laft brought him 
into a fcrape, having with great dexterity appropriated to him- 


- felf a gold watch, and fold it to a watch-maker. The watch 


was advertifed, and the perfon to whom it belonged laid claim 
to it; and having come to the knowledge of him, whofe 


nimble fingers feized the golden prey, took out a lettre de 


cachet, by virtue of which he caufed the Chevalier to be fent 
hither for the fraud. Had he profecuted him as for theft, his 
mildeft fate would have been, to be fent to the galleys for life. 
I foon after found means to queftion the Chevalier concerning 
the cafe of the perfon who had given me this intelligence, who 
told me, that the perfon in queftion had ftolen twenty louis. 
d’ors out of a gentleman’s efcrutore; and that the gentleman 
not willing to be inftrumental in depriving a perfon of life, 
thought proper to reprefent the theft as a fraud only. 

I ENQUIRED in like manner concerning another, and was 
informed that he was imprifoned for a duel, but that it was 
generally reported that after killing his man he had taken his 
watch and money. Urged by the fame motive of curiofity, I 
afked what might have occafioned the imprifonment of a young 
gentleman, whofe deportment was extremely eafy and grace- 
ful, and his behaviour fuch as feemed to denote him a perfon 
of the firft rank ; I was given to underftand that he was a 
dancer at the opera, and that he had been imprifoned for hav- 
ing had the infolence to challenge the manager. After having 
remained above fix weeks in this confinement, I was releafed, 
and upon quitting Fort L’Evecque, formed a refolution to in- 
termeddle no more with theatrical affairs. Having both from 


nature and education a ftrong propenfity to politics, I fre- 
quented 
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quented all the chief coffee-houfes in Paris, where affairs 
of ftate are fometimes difcufied pretty freely, though the vigi- 
lance of certain perfons, called exempts, lays a confiderable 
conftraint upon political harangues. Happening one day to 
declare my fentiments pretty freely with regard to Englith li- 
berty, and to rail at defpotick power with a zeal which will 
undoubtedly meet with the approbation of every patriot, an 
exempt came up, and defired me de par le roy, to follow him. 
This fummons was delivered in fo polite a manner, that I 
could not avoid obeying it, and was immediately conducted to 
a hackney coach, which drove me to that celebrated manfion 
the Baftile, of which the ingenious Monf. de Voltaire, who 
had the honour of refiding in it for fome time himfelf, juftly 


obferves, 


I] enferme fouvent le crime et Pinnocence. 
f 


As foon as the coach ftopped I was led blind-fold through 
feveral windings and turnings, till I arrived at the cell allotted 
me as an apartment. Here I was debarred pen, ink, paper, 
and books, and left to meditate at leifure upon projects, and 
adjuft the feales of Europe’s fate. My meals were brought me 
by a keeper, whofe behaviour made me for fome time think 
myfelf in a feraglio. He was a compleat mute, I could never 
get from him an anfwer to any of the numerous queftions I 
_ propofed. Thus I lived in a perfect folitude except on Sun- 
days, when I was allowed to go to mafs; this was a confide- 
rable relief to me: In the chapel I faw many perfons of note 
_ and condition whom I recollected: As I have in all my travels 
taken particular care to get a Nomen-clator, to bring me to the 
knowledge of all perions of diftinguifhed ftation or abilities. 
I here faw amongft others the duke de ----, who had been 
juft before difgraced, and fent to this abode. What may per- 
haps feem remarkable is, that his majefty had invited him to 
fupper on the day in which he caufed him to be imprifoned. — 
I faw likewife the celebrated Abbé Freron, author of the 
‘fournal Etranger, but he was releafed in about a week. 
This gentleman in his periodical papers, takes fuch liberties 
with eminent perfons, that he is frequently honoured with an 
apartment in this venerable manfion. I faw moreover the fa- 
mous Chevalier D’Arc, author of Mes Loifrs, and other 


mifcellaneous pieces, who was imprifoned for having wrote 
certain 
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: } certain verfes, which gave offence to Madame de Pompadour. 
I ‘| The Abbé d Payeu, whom I had formerly fome -acquaint- 
| ance with, was one of the illuftrious prifoners.. His crime was 
| the having wrote a Treatife to prove the Mortality of the Soul. 
4 However, this circumftance greatly contributed to the fale of 
| the work; nothing is better calculated to give a book impor- 
tance, or excite the curiofity of the publick, than the authors 
ai) refiding for fome time in the Baftile. It is a fort of degree, or 
Hi | mark of diftinétion, which gives an author an undifputed claim 
a) to literary merit. This prifon, like the Oftracifm at Athens, 
iy enobles thofe who are confined in it, and particularly contri- 
Lit butes to exalt the reputation of authors. As I have under- 
| taken to inftruct and amufe the publick by my periodical pa- 
pers, I beg it as a favour of them to confider, that I have had 
the honour of making a refidence of fome months in the Baf- 
tile. This fhould put my abilities as a writer out of all man- 
ner of doubt, fince the moft eminent authors‘in France owe a 
confiderable fhare of their pegunetine to this circumftance. 


: hi | N. B. My travels and hiftory fhall be concluded in fome 
future Paper. 


4*} Wanted, to read and apply the characters of the Busy Bopy, a perfon 
a of confummate aflurance, poflefied of a prodigious rapidity of expreffion, with- 
. ae ‘out any folid fenfe.---- As feveral pretenders have been already rejected, it is 


: { ; hoped no perfon will apply, who is not well verfed in the art of fcandal. 
7. *,.” In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work, Mr. 
‘PottinceRr, my publifher, at the Dunciad in Pater-nofter-Row, has, in allufion 
ke 


to his own fign, and te the fable of Apuleius, placed a Golden Aj; in his fhop, 
to receive their offerings; and I doubt not but their contributions will make his 
Af; as famous for its wit, as Button’s Lion was for its eloquence. 


it, 
at 
? 
é 
| 
| 
o 
| 
| Be i 
| 
i 
‘ 
A 
~ 
a3 
if 
e 
pe 
¥ 


